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education. They assumed a prominent role in land settle-
ment: in New Zealand the Church of England took the lead
in settling the Canterbury district and the Church of Scotland
the district of Otago, while in French Canada agencies of the
Roman Catholic Church have long been active in colonizing
the hinterland of Quebec and in establishing co-operative
societies among tillers of the soil throughout the province.
The churches in different and subtle ways fostered demo-
cratic attitudes expressed in politics and social usage. The
spiritual energy of their evangelicalism inspired a sense of
social responsibility, emphasized the supremacy of moral
issues, created a cult of self-discipline, and hence contributed
to the success of self-government. The dissenting sects,
prominent among the immigrants of the middle and lower
classes, brought with them that political liberalism which
characterized the dissent that had its spokesmen in Price,
Hall, and Priestley. Methodists were numerous among the
miners who in the fifties toiled in the gold-fields of Victoria
and New South Wales. These migrants with their ministers
from Cornwall and northern England were resolute in de-
nouncing class privilege. Methodism influenced the colon-
izing activity of the South Australian Company. In Upper
Canada under zealous leaders like Egerton Ryerson it
attacked vested interests and strengthened the drive for
general reform. In brief the liberal-democratic zeal of non-
conformity in nineteenth-century England was promptly
transmitted to the colonized lands across the sea. In Canada,
moreover, evangelical Protestantism manifested some of
those features evident on the frontier of the United States,
especially the tendencies to multiply religious sects, to be
whirled along in bursts of revivalism, and to launch crusading
campaigns for moral reformation by law.
The many attempts to effect a church establishment of
the English type failed, for the social milieu of a frontier was
hostile to the claims of Anglicanism to a legal superiority
over dissent. No enduring religious hierarchy could be joined
to a political hierarchy, although Anglicanism commanded
much social prestige. The different Protestant bodies as
well as the Roman Catholic competed virtually on an equal